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ROBBIE FOX & MICHAEL DAVIDS

STEPHANIE MARSH

BECKY ORAM

JULIE BECKERT & ROBBIE FOX

JOSH PARKS & MARIA ESPINOSA 

PHIL MONTGOMERY & JULIE BECKERT

LUCAS BARSTOW & LILY DUSSEAU

CASSANDRA WARREN & JULIE BECKERT

JILL MIGONE

ANGELA FALCONE & LAURI NATKO

ROBBIE FOX & MORGAN HESKETT

MORGAN HESKETT 

BRIAN LAMODA-GENET & JULIE BECKERT

CINDY CHRISTMAN

JEFFREY FULVIMARI

ABOUT AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL
CELEBRATING ITS 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY, THE AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL IS AN OPEN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC, ENTER-

TAINMENT, AND INFORMATION FOCUSED ON PROMOTING EQUALITY AND INCLUSION OF ALL PEOPLE. THE MISSION 

OF AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL IS TO UNIFY AND AFFIRM THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY AND ALLIES IN CELEBRATING OUR 

DIVERSITY AND PROMOTING OUR LIKENESS. WE PROMOTE ACCEPTANCE OF ALL INDIVIDUALS BY DEFENDING HU-

MAN EQUITY.

OUR FISCAL SPONSOR

STEERING
COMMITTEE

THE MISSION OF THE COMMUNITY AIDS NETWORK AKRON PRIDE INITIATIVE (CANAPI), A 501(c)3 NONPROFIT OR-

GANIZATION, IS TO SERVCE AND PROMOTE THE WELL-BEING OF THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, AND 

QUESTIONING (LGBTQ) COMMUNITY AND PERSONS AT RISK AND/OR AFFECTED BY HIV THROUGH EDUCATION, 

SUPPORT SERVICES, QUALITY HOUSING, AND ADVOCACY. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CANAPI, VISIT WWW.CANAPI.ORG.





Together With Pride.

©2024 Citizens Financial Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 

Ready to let 
our pride 
shine.

Citizens is proud to support the Akron 
Pride Festival.
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Primary Care • Pharmacy • Specialized HIV/AIDS Care • PrEP/DoxyPEP

EquitasHealth.com | (833) 378-4827

AKRON
PRIDE
FESTIVAL
CONGRATULATIONS! 

2026 AKRON EQUITY 

MARCH

EXECUTIVE

ILENE SHAPIRO

THANK YOU, AKRON PRIDE!







PHOTOS BY SHANE WYNN

A safe space 
to hope, heal, 
and recover.

Call 330.644.4095     Visit ibh.org





Akron Pride Festival’s Annual March (“The Akron 
Equity March”) is a celebration of our lives and 
our community. Join us as we march to show 
that Akron as a whole, supports equality and 
equity for all people! The March will kick off the 
2026 Akron Pride Festival with step off Downtown 
on Main Street (fka Spaghetti Warehouse) at 10 
a.m. and head towards LOCK3 and Cascade 
Plaza.

The theme for this year’s Equity March is 
“Common Ground”. We want to continue to 
bring focus to all members of our communi-
ty and intersectionality with the understanding 
that any oppression or discrimination experi-
enced by one community impacts other com-
munities too.

Standing together as a community and becom-
ing active in other marginalized community is-
sues is how we achieve change.  

We march for our 10th year to demonstrate that 
Akron - OUR city, OUR HOME - is a safe and eq-
uitable community for all! There is strength in 
numbers when we recognize we are on Com-
mon Ground.

The Akron Equity March emphasizes the dif-
ference between equality and equity. In short, 
“equality” refers to the equal distribution of (the 
same) resources to everyone, whereas “equity” 
refers to the distribution of resources based on 
an individual person’s needs.

“COMMON GROUND”

EQUALITY VS EQUITY

THE 2026
EQUITY MARCH 

ON MAIN ST.

EQUALITY                                     EQUITY







The Akron Pride Festival proudly celebrates its 10th 
Anniversary in 2026, marking a decade of visibility, 
advocacy, and community with its largest cele-
bration to date. This milestone year embraces the 
theme ‘Home’; honoring the journey of LGBTQ+ in-
dividuals who have found belonging, acceptance, 
and community in Akron.

What began as a grassroots gathering has grown 
into one of Ohio’s premier Pride celebrations, wel-
coming tens of thousands of attendees each year 
to Downtown Akron for a day of celebration, enter-
tainment, education, and inclusivity.

The 2026 festival brings an exciting entertainment 
lineup headlined by internationally acclaimed 
performer, Todrick Hall, national fan-favorite and 
Akron native drag entertainer, Discord Addams, 
along with performances by local and regional 
musicians, drag artists, dancers, and community 
theater groups throughout the day. The annual 
Equity March will once again lead participants into 
the heart of the festival, reaffi rming Akron Pride’s 
commitment to equality, inclusion, and visibility.

The day’s events are free and open to all. Free park-
ing at City and County decks surround the festival 
and Metro RTA will be providing free rides to festi-
val goers throughout the day. 

Visit the Pride Kids’ Zone at Cascade Plaza from 
11:00am to 3:00 pm. Families and children of all 
ages can enjoy free activities, including a rock 
climbing wall, trampoline bungee jumping, pho-
tobooth, and infl atable slides and games! Kids 
can also enjoy activities and giveaways. All ages 
welcome!

PRIDE HEROES (KIDS’) ZONE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND | 10 AM - 10 PM 

DOWNTOWN AKRON | MAIN STREET

LOCK 3 & CASCADE PLAZA

WHEN & WHERE

THE 2026
AKRON

PRIDE FESTIVAL

Akron Pride Festival is expanding its 10th Anniver-
sary celebration with a new pet-friendly experi-
ence: Doggies, Drinks & Disco! Designed as a wel-
coming gathering space for Pride attendees and 
their furry companions, Disco Dogs will transform 
Lock 4 into a place to relax, socialize, and celebrate 
with friends—both two-legged and four-legged. 
Guests can enjoy Pride-themed beverages, DJ, an 
interactive photo booth, and the Disco Dogs Pet 
Parade, featuring some of the community’s most 
fabulous pets. Attendees are encouraged to dress 
their pets in colorful Pride-inspired outfi ts and cel-
ebrate the joy, creativity, and inclusiveness that 
make Akron Pride special.

DOGGIES, DRINKS & DISCO!



Todrick Hall is a multi-talented singer, rapper, 

actor, director, choreographer, and social media 

personality who rose to prominence on and after 

his appearance on the ninth season of American 

Idol. He later developed a YouTube following with 

original content and became a resident chore-

ographer and judge on RuPaul’s Drag Race. Hall 

has starred in multiple Broadway productions 

and has written, co-produced, and released 

eighteen studio albums. In addition to his many 

achievements, he is an advocate for organiza-

tions like Broadway Cares | Equity Fights Aids, 

Covenant House, Black Queer Town Hall, and the 

Ali Forney Center. Todrick is a proud member of 

the LGBTQ+ community and champions every 

rebel, free-thinker, and dreamer to raise their 

voice and own their power!

TODRICK
HALL

DISCORD
ADDAMS

ENTERTAINMENT

Discord Addams grew up in Akron, OH. She 

fi rst got into drag in 2011 and incorporated her 

love of punk and alternative culture into her 

drag persona.  She competed on the 18th sea-

son of RuPaul’s Drag Race where she fi nished 

in 6th place.  Additionally, she plays guitar in 

the punk rock band, Dame Judy. She current-

ly resides in St. Petersburg, FL with her partner, 

Gidget Von Addams. 

WELCOME HOME, DISCORD!!!







At Huntington Bank, that means 
welcoming everyone who comes 
through our doors and supporting 
their financial journey. No matter who 
you are, you can expect appreciation, 
acceptance, safety, respect and care 
at Huntington.

Because “welcome” is how 
we do business.

   huntington.com/AboutUs

Member FDIC. Huntington, Huntington Bank and the 
Huntington brandmark are service marks of Huntington 
Bancshares Incorporated. ©2026 Huntington 
Bancshares Incorporated. 3576813 | 07/26

Our purpose drives us 
to build a better future

WELCOME

HOTTESTHHOOHHOOTTTT
AKRON’S

TT SSTTTTEESSTT
DESTINATION

HOT GLASS STUDIO AND GALLERY 

WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

akronglassworks.com

Akron Glass Works



sugarplumtour.org  I  330-376-8522

Tickets and sponsorships can be 

purchased online starting Aug. 22.

25TH ANNUAL

Proceeds support the Gay Community 

Endowment Fund’s grantmaking.

BUY 

EARLY 

& SAVE

LIVE TOUR:
Sun. Dec. 6, 2026

  VIRTUAL TOUR:
Sat. Dec. 12, 2026 - 
Sun. Jan. 3, 2027

LIVE OR 
VIRTUAL TOUR: 

$40*

BOTH TOURS: 
$65*

PATRON PARTY 
BUNDLE: 

$250*
INCLUDES THE LIVE 
AND VIRTUAL TOUR 
AND PATRON PARTY

*Plus online processing fees. All sales are final. Early bird pricing ends Oct. 31.

Since 2001, the Gay Community Endowment 
Fund has reinvested more than $1 million in the 
Greater Akron LGBTQ+ community. Thank you 
for empowering our mission for 25 years. 

2026 GRANT RECIPIENTS

Help make our 25th anniversary in 2026 our most impactful year ever! 

Make a gift at akroncf.org/give/GCEF

Learn more at akroncf.org/GCEFgrants

THE BUCKEYE 
FLAME
CANAPI
EQUITAS HEALTH
GLSEN 
NORTHEAST OHIO
HOPE AND 
HEALING SURVIVOR 
RESOURCE CENTER

PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD OF 
GREATER OHIO
TRANS JOY 
AKRON
UNIVERSITY 
OF AKRON 
FOUNDATION









PARTNERS & 
SPONSORS




