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ABOUT AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL

AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL IS AN OPEN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC, ENTERTAINMENT, AND INFORMATION FOCUSED ON
PROMOTING EQUALITY AND INCLUSION OF ALL PEOPLE. THE MISSION OF AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL IS TO UNIFY AND
AFFIRM THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY AND ALLIES IN CELEBRATING OUR DIVERSITY AND PROMOTING OUR LIKENESS.
WE PROMOTE ACCEPTANCE OF ALL INDIVIDUALS BY DEFENDING HUMAN EQUITY.

OUR FISCAL SPONSOR

THE MISSION OF THE COMMUNITY AIDS NETWORK AKRON PRIDE INITIATIVE (CANAPI), A 501(c)3 NONPROFIT OR-
GANIZATION, IS TO SERVCE AND PROMOTE THE WELL-BEING OF THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, AND
QUESTIONING (LGBTQ) COMMUNITY AND PERSONS AT RISK AND/OR AFFECTED BY HIV THROUGH EDUCATION,
SUPPORT SERVICES, QUALITYHOUSING,AND ADVOCACY.TOLEARNMORE ABOUT CANAPI, VISITWWW.CANAPILORG.



AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL PRESENTS

AUGUST 23RD

PERFORMANCES BY

DAVID ARCHULETA
-ONYA NURVE - SUZIE TOOT .

m LOCK3 + MAIN STREET | DOWNTOWN -
L

AKRONPRIDEFESTIVAL.ORG CANAPI
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AKRON
PRIDE
FESTIVAL

CONGRATULATIONS!
2025 AKRON EQUITY
MARCH

EXECUTIVE
ILENE SHAPIRO




PROUDLY SERVING THE
RESIDENTS OF SUMMIT COUNTY
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Kristen M.

calise CPA, CFE

b /. Summit County Fiscal Officer




Celebrating
those who make
Akron brilliant.

At PNC, we're proud to live and work

among the people and organizations

that dedicate themselves to making
our communities brilliant.

BRILLIANTLY

& PNCBANK [ BeriNG

SINCE 1865

Brilliantly Boring since 1865 is a service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, In
©2024 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Asso
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ontgomery

ga@AKRON SCHOOL BOARD ——

"My finance background and
deep community relationships
will help our APS Board better
serve our children, their

families, and their educators.”

ElectPhilMontgomery.com

Paid for by Elect Phil Montgomery




> Citizens

Ready to let
our pride
shine.

Citizens is proud to support the Akron
Pride Festival.
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PRIMARY CARE

PHARMACY

. SPECIALIZED HIV/AIDS CARE

PrEP CARE
COUNSELING
GENDER AFFIRMING CARE

SUPPORT GROUPS

Confidential Testing & Treatment of STls
Chlamydia Gonorrhea Syphilis Testing
FREE HIV Testing
For an appointment:

330-375-2772
1867 W. Market St Bldg C- Door 10, Akron, OH 44313
(behind Acme #1)

e e




An Akron Community Foundation LGBTQ+ Fund

Since 2001, the Gay Community Endowment
Fund has reinvested nearly $920,000 in the
Greater Akron LGBTQ+ community. Thank you
for empowering our mission for nearly 25 years.

2025 GRANT RECIPIENTS

AKRON AIDS KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLABORATIVE FOUNDATION

AKRON CHILDREN’S PLANNED PARENTHOOD
AKRON CIVIC THEATRE OF GREATER OHIO

scouwmOL | MO,
THE BUCKEYE FLAME

CANAPI TRANS JOY AKRON

UNIVERSITY OF
CLAPP FOR ART AKRON FOUNDATION

GLSEN
VANTAGE AGING
HORTHE A WHOLE HUMAN PROJECT

24TH ANNUAL

SUGAR
»PLUM

# T7UR

of Holiday Homes

LIVE TOUR: LIVE OR PATRON PARTY
Sun. Dec. 7, 2025 VIRTUAL TOUR: BUNDLE:

_— $40* $250*
viruaLTour: RSN T
Sat. Dec. 13, 2025 - $65* AND PATRON PARTY

Sun. Jan. 4, 2026

*Plus online processing fees. All sales are final. Early bird pricing ends Oct. 31.

Pmceeds support the Gay Community
O -~ Funds = ii: [E] Tickets and sponsorships can be
\Y COMMUNI %Ly purchased online starting Aug. 23.
END MENT FUND Feig
A ow v % sugarplumtour.org | 330-376-8522

An Akron Community Foundation LGBTQ+ Fund !




5AY COMMUNIT
ENDOWMENT FUND

An Akron Community Foundation LGBTQ+ Fund §
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We Welcome

Elliot Kolkovich

Summit County Prosecutor

We are proud to sponsor Akron Pride as
they strive to unify and affirm the LGBTQ+ I I
community and promote acceptance of all V‘

individuals by defending equality.
MEADEN & MOORE ‘



-EST. 1995~

PIONEER

PHYSICIANS NETWORK.

First in Health.

A PASSION FOR PRIMARY CARE

CALL ORVISIT US

(©) (330) 648-0487

pioneerphysicians.com
ad 4

The Azalea Institute offers mental health and wellness
services, with clinicians specializing in complex trauma,
PTSD, relationship stress, depression, and anxiety. All
clinicians are trained in EMDR and adopt a trauma-
informed, multicultural approach. Services include
individual, family, relationship, and group counseling, as

well as CEU training, supervision, and consulting for

professionals. Telehealth and in-office sessions are
available. @M@ leainstitute.com G 330-510-4900
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AKRON!

FROM MAYOR SHAMMAS MALIK &
THE CITY OF AKRON




AUGUST 23RD

THE 2025
EQUITY MARGH
ON MAIN 3T.

Akron Pride Festival’s Annual March (“The Akron
Equity March”) is a celebration of our lives and
our community. Join us as we march to show
that Akron as a whole, supports equality and
equity for all people! The March will kick off the
2025 Akron Pride Festival with step off Downtown
on Main Street (from Spaghetti Warehouse) at
10 a.m. and head towards LOCK3 and Cascade
Plaza.

EQUALITY V§ EQUITY

The Akron Equity March emphasizes the differ-
ence between equality and equity.

In short, “equality” refers to the equal distri-
bution of (the same) resources to everyone,
whereas “equity” refers to the distribution of re-
sources based on an individual person’s needs.

T wid

EQUALITY us EQUITY

“UNITED AS ONE™

Our main theme for this year's Equity March is
“United As One”. We want to continue to bring
focus to all members of our community and in-
tersectionality with the understanding that any
oppression or discrimination experienced by
one community impacts other communities too.

Standing together as a community and becom-
ing active in other marginalized community is-
sues is how we achieve change.

We march for our ninth year to demonstrate
that Akron - OUR city, OUR home - is a safe and
equitable community for all! There is strength in
numbers when we are United As One!
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BE BOLD, BE KIN

To learn more abx
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LOCK3 STAGE

EQUITY STAGE

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
1200 PM
1:00PM
2:00 Pm
2:30PM
3:00PM

9:30 PM

6:30PM
130 PM

10:00PM

0J HONK

SINGOUT
DREAMSTATES
D.AIRY

ANTHONY COVATTA
DJ NIKDLINA

DRAG SHOW FT.
SUZIE TOOT

MTP: THE CAST OF
HAIRSPRAY

DAVID ARCHULETA

DRAG SHOW FT.
ONYA NURVE

FIREWORKS
SPONSORED BY

¥ knigHT
FOUNDATION 'LLis.

11:30 AM
12:30PM
1:30PM
2:30PM

3:30PM
4:30PM
0:30PM

6:30PM

TIMIFUNK
MIA HERRERA
ELEK: TRIK DANCE CREW

WEDNESDAY
DEMONSTRATION

GIRL COLOGNE
KROWN BAY

THE LAST GO ROUND
BAND

EOWEN

EQUITY MARCH

10.00AM  STEP-OFF FROM

SPAGHETTI WAREHOUSE




AUGUST 23RD

THE 2025
AKRON
PRIDE FESTIVAL

The Akron Pride Festival is a day of fun and cel-
ebration in the name of equity. The festival is
gearing up to bring a wide range of entertain-
ment and experiences for all ages.

Attracting over 45,000 attendees in 2024, fes-
tival goers will again be connected to a vast
array of local and out-of-state exhibitors
(comprised of corporate groups, community
organizations, craft merchants, and more) as
well as a diverse lineup of food purveyors of-
fering tasty treats for festival patrons to enjoy
throughout the day.

The 2025 Akron Pride Festival will conclude with
a fireworks show sponsored by Downtown Ak-
ron Partnership and The Johns S. and James L.
Knight Foundation.

WHEN & WHERE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23RD | 10 AM - 10 PM
DOWNTOWN AKRON | MAIN STREET
LOCK 3 & CASCADE PLAZA

The day’s events are free and open to all. Free
parking at City and County decks surround the
festival and Metro RTA will be providing free
rides to festival goers throughout the day.

PRIDE HEROES (KIDS') ZONE

Visit the Pride Kids’ Zone at Cascade Plaza from
11:00am to 3:00 pm. Families and children of all
ages can enjoy free activities, including a rock
climbing wall, trampoline bungee jumping,
photobooth, and inflatable slides and games!
Kids can also enjoy activities and giveaways
provided by the Akron Summit County Public
Library and Akron Public Schools.
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ENTERTAINMENT

DAVID
ARCHULETA

Since first stepping into the pop spotlight at
age 17, David Archuleta has embodied the kind
of genuine star power that can't be manufac-
tured. After years of dazzling audiences with his
radiant personality and phenomenal voice—a
journey that's included turning out multiple plat-
inum-selling hits, achieving global acclaim as a
captivating live performer, and emerging as an
undeniable fixture on the pop-culture scene—
the Miami-born singer/songwriter experienced
a major personal transformation that radically
altered his identity as an artist.

With his latest triumphs including winning the
2024 GLAAD Media Award for Outstanding
Breakthrough Music Artist and landing a book
deal for his forthcoming memoir, Archuleta first
moved toward the unfiltered truth of his new
material with a revelatory writing trip to Toronto
in late 2022. “It was a really magical week where
| started exploring topics I'd never discussed be-
fore in my music, like falling in love with a man
and leaving my faith,” says the L.A.-based artist,
who came out in 2021. “In a way it was scary, but
mostly it was thrilling to do what would have
seemed impossible to the person | used to be. |
realized | don't have to hide who | am anymore.”

Naming such eclectic artists as Tracy Chap-
man, indie-pop singer/songwriter Maddie
Zahm, and Nigerian musician Tems among his
current inspirations, Archuleta is continuing to
unveil more of his inner life in his songwriting.
With his latest single,”Créme Brulée,” David
continues to share new sides of himself and
has hit a new chord with pop music lovers. Over
the next several months David will reveal more
new music, he notes that uncovering his most
authentic voice has involved finding self-assur-
ance in unexpected places.




ENTERTAINMENT

ONYA
NURVE

Onya Nurve is a Cleveland-based drag queen,
theater actor, and visual artist who rose to na-
tional fame as the winner of RuPaul’s Drag Race,
Season 17. Known for her theatrical flair, stun-
ning artistry, and unapologetic black excellence,
Onya captivated audiences with four maxi-chal-
lenge wins and a show-stopping Snatch Game
appearance as Eddie Murphy. Before drag, Onya
earned a BFA in Painting and starred in musicals
such as Shrek and Jesus Christ Superstar. Onya
now champions queer and POC artists through
community work with Haus of Transcendent, us-
ing her platform to uplift others with authentic-

ity, compassion, and powerhouse performance

skills.

Suzie Toot is a genderfluid drag performer and

musical theater artist who rose to fame on
RuPaul's Drag Race, Season 17. Born in Welling-
ton, Florida, Suzie grew up Jewish and began
performing at the age of eight, eventually earn-
ing a BFA in Musical Theater. Known for her vin-
tage flair and tap-dancing skills, she describes
her style as “the cross section between Betty
Boop and Lucille Ball.” Through eliminated in
episode 14, she later won the “She Done Already
Done Had Herses” crown. Suzie continues her
career in cabaret, musical comedy, and film, in-

cluding a role in Big Easy Queens.



T DAKOTA

THE ART OF WEALTH MANAGEMENT

THE NAME “DAKOTA” MEANS
FRIEND AND ALLY.

@ * At Dakota Wealth Manageme"'ﬁt, our priority is to take
care of you by understandingiyour family, lifestyle
% needs, goals, and long-term aspirations.

WE'D LOVE TO
’ HEAR FROM YOU!

HELPING BUILD A : " AUTUMN AZAR
BETTERFUTURE |

www.goodyear.com/community P aazar@dakotawm.com

WE'RE LOCAL!

GOODy YEAR 275 Springside Driv, Alton, O 44333
y " . g 5 www.dakotawm.com
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More love.

Proud supporter of the
Akron Pride Festival




BRING THIS
AD IN AND
GET 10% OFF
YOUR TOTAL
- - BILL. DINE-IN
wine boutique - wine bai ONLY UNTIL

r - 9/23/25

RETAIL WINE. FULL BAR. SMALL PLATES.

WWW.750MLWINES.COM

2287 W MARKET STREET
AKRON
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The Akron Civic Theatre

www.AkronCivic.com

| ) SUPPORT
SERVICES

with your behavioral
and physical health.

We’re here to help you ,ﬁ COMMUNITY

150 Cross St. | Akron, OH 44311




McDonald’s of Northeast Ohio

" Everyoneis /)

welcome
at our table.

We're proud to stand with Akron Pride
and celebrate the vibrant, diverse
communities we call home.

be \()u.

our pack has
a place for everyone

‘independence

PET GROUP

@ .
AkCPetinsurance  ASPCAGGE  FIGQ  Felix

A safe space to
hope, heal,

y and recover. FOOD
5 BANK

Feeding Neighbors,
Cultivating Hope.

Learn more at
akroncantonfoodbank.org

ADDICTION RECOVERY
Call 330.644.4095 Visitibh.org




WHAT IT TAKES

TO IMPACT THE LIFE OF A CHILD.

Summit County

(\ CHILDREN SERVICES

Building Families . . . Building Futures

BECOME A FOSTER PARENT TODAY!

330.379.1990 | summitkids.org

The Northeast Ohio Socialist Rifle

PELAG

AKRON

4 LEADING WITH LOVE »

Our Mission

Yy vew

Maonthly Support Group
meetings on the 3rd Thursday
of every month at Tpm

@ ron
@Jnﬂnuo @gmail.co

o
:

* CCW Certification

» Beginner Firearms Classes

» Stop The Bleed Certification

* Range Days

* Community Building

» Mutual Aid Projects

* & More!

Visit us at neo-sra.org

Association is led by and for the
working class. We are building a safe
and inclusive community dedicated to

firearms education and all forms of
self defense under the hardships of
capitalism.




Rubber City:
Don’t forget yours

HIV Screening
Free & Confidential




Akron Glass Works

| T
Scouting®*America ” 2
Great Trail Council ® &
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CIRCLE OF
FIFTHS

a/am d-or /m* &

12:00PM - 6:00PM
PRIDE DRINK SPECIALS

ABOVE BLU JAZZ
45 EAST MARKET STREET,
AKROHN, QHIO



SUNDAY FUN DAY

TRANS JOY AKRON TI2
BENEFIT BRUNCH [

11AM-2PM DRAG & MUSICAL
PERFORMANCES

BRUNCH & LIVE MUSIC

1A ‘ T3,
Y _ » l B
JI ' .. o

CERAMIC AKRON | CHOSEN
PRIDE COASTERS | _DESTINATION

[YARD"
rnoﬂ

ZEBER»MARTELLE
gallery & clay's '.‘\--gjl J

PRIDEINT 1/240
NORTHSIDE%




Akron Pride Cruise 2026

June 18, 2026
4 nights

Scan Gty delaildy &

Unlimited Vacations & Cruises, Inc. Voice or text (330) 940-4321

RIDE WITH PRIDE

METRO buses are FREE on
Saturday, August 23 in celebration
of the Akron Pride Festival!

For more information on Akron Pride Festival, visit akronpridefestival.org.

M=TrROZ

330.762.0341 | yourmetrobus.org




Cocktails Akron2.0 g August
- " ﬁ 23rd
Shows

|OPM
&
Midnight|

89 - A )

Come join your hos tsfi
Kardi Redd Diamond ~
&Veronika Katrell-.

shows 10pm and Midnight #

argest Outdoor After Party
3 \WMAPLEDALE AVE AKRON, OH
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MERCEDE

AN AKRON TRADITION
SINCE 1986

TEARE / 1?;7

AKRON - oulo??

360 5. MAIN STREET AKRON 44311




MUSIC BY

| 10PM - CLOSE 3 8 SPECIAL GUEST
==\ NOCOVER & DJ DENNY P

820 WEST MARKET ST.
AKRON, OH 44303

NIGHTCLUB
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@“M Cleveland

Clinic

6 GAY COMMUNITY c[%h Equitas Health

v ENDOWMENT FUND

An Akron Community Foundation Fund & L.J COMMUNITY PARTNER

@ summit bp %ﬁ!%




S BURNS HrstEnergy
\ MSDONNELL. Foundation

OFFICIAL 5K SPONSOR OFFICIAL MARCH SPONSOR

2 2 &5 | AKRON
ACLU . P | Qe
Children’s FOUNDATION
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Oh]o oo P et EMRICHING LIVES SINCE 1955
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X ¢ che m: PFLAG

| DAKOTA |
»  ZRIDGESTONE g _FCREATIVE
) s MINDFULNESS
" HA-\ - » o
O  Scouting®ZAmerica &
= Great Trail Council lndependenoe
8- i PET GROUP
' CHILDREN SERVICES
0 Buiding Famifies . Building Futures = ' ‘
2 Goodwilll]] 7 IBH
7 " g ADDICTION RECOVERY
Z ﬂ.ﬁ_"\ _
> P!? D = i
UNuviTED  KeyBank
A;‘m“ e VACATION & CRUISES. INC %
v COMMUNITY a
\ A aIARS SRR ﬁ 7| SUPPORT @
SERVICES A4
bA WESTFIELD
BANK
MEADEN & MOORE SynChrony
b‘?‘s% YOUNG LATINO NETWORK SHEETZ
AVANTOR, INC.  HIHO BREWING AKRON MARATHON FAITH LUTHERAN
A CREATIVE APOTHACARE THE RECOVERY CENTER

TIKI UNDERGROUND SKQOPS

RED OAK BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NANCY FACCHIANO
SUMMIT COUNTY DEM QUEER ELECTEDS MICHAEL HAYES ERIN VOLLMER




HELP:

WE AREUNDERATTACK!




